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Called "The Black Pope" by many of his followers, Anton La Vey began the road to High Priesthood

of the Church of Satan when he was only 16 years old and an organ player in a carnival: "On

Saturday night I would see men lusting after halfnaked girls dancing at the carnival, and on Sunday

morning when I was playing the organ for tent-show evangelists at the other end of the carnival lot, I

would see these same men sitting in the pews with their wives and children, asking God to forgive

them and purge them of carnal desires. And the next Saturday night they'd be back at The carnival

or some other place of indulgence."I knew then that the Christian Church thrives on hypocrisy, and

that man's carnal nature will out!" From that time early in his life his path was clear. Finally, on the

last night of April, 1966â€”Walpurgisnacht, the most important festival of the believers in

witchcraftâ€”LaVey shaved his head in the tradition of Ancient executioners and announced the

formation of The Church Of Satan. He had seen the need for a church that would recapture man's

body and his carnal desires as objects of celebration. "Since worship of fleshly things produces

pleasure," he said, "there would then be a temple of glorious indulgence . . ."
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I have owned this book for quite some time and have read it several times through. When i first

purchased it i wasn't looking for a religious experience, nor did i find one. I have always been an

Atheist and i like reading about the world;'s many religions so i can offer a non-biased view of this

book.Most christians would have you believe that the Satanic Bible is a 'set of rules' one would



follow on the pathway to Hell, yet it is not. On the contrarty, a 'true' Satanist' does not indulge in the

many wicked practices church-goers would have you believe. Of course, that is because they are

only repeating what they have been told by the preacher of their said church.Satanists hold the

ohysical body of man and woman on high as a temple, much like christianity, and do NOT perform

rituals of bloody sacrafices at night in the nude. Just as christians are bound by the 7 virtues,

Satanists hold the so called 'seven deadly sins' high up to keep their way of life a good one. Here is

a part from this very book for reference about this:"The seven deadly sins of the christian church

are: greed, pride, envy, anger, gluttony, lust, and sloth. Satanism advocates indulging in each of

these 'sins' as they all lead to physical, mental, or emotional gratification.A Satanist knows there is

nothing wrong with being greedy, as it only means that he wants more than he already has. Envy

means to look with favor upon the possession of others, and to be desirous of obtaining similar

things for oneself. Envy and greed are the motivating forces of ambition--and without ambition, very

little of any importance would be accomplished.Gluttony is simply eating more than you need to

keep yourself alive.

When I was a teenager, the Satanic Bible was considered to be the worst and most dangerous book

ever written, with the possible exceptions of "Mein Kampf" and "The Anarchist Cookbook". Everyone

was talking about it, but nobody had actually read it. I believe they sold copies of it in some dim lit

corner of the local science fiction bookstore. Naturally, the Church of Satan were considered to be

dangerous extremists, and their black-painted church in San Fransisco sure looked spooky.Or did

it? Well, not really. When I finally read "The Satanic Bible", I was very disappointed. *This* is

supposedly the most dangerous book ever written?! You gotta be kidding. And, of course, Anton

Szandor LaVey *is* kidding. His Church of Satan isn't really Satanist at all, and uses the designation

mostly to provoke people, Christians in particular. If anything, "The Satanic Bible" is libertarian and

hedonistic. When I read it, it struck me that the morality of LaVey, considered shocking 40 years

ago, is actually embraced by most people today. Has the West gone Satanic? Hardly, but it has

become more overtly secularized, liberal and hedonistic than it was on Walpurgisnacht 1966, when

LaVey supposedly shaved his head and formed his black arts organization.True, the Satanic Bible

does contain statements that sound distinctly fascist. But it's obvious from context that this is simply

another provocation, especially since these portions are deliberately plagiarized from a 19th century

parody of Social Darwinism, "Might is Right". LaVey actually condemns most practices usually

associated with Satanism: human sacrifice, rape, wanton violence, child molestation. Ironically, if

people would follow the precepts of the Satanic Bible, they would probably be better behaved than



they are!
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